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Literary History Fall 2009 
Stephen Swords Coleman 3020 
sswords@eiu.edu 217-367-6253 
Office: Tuesdays and Thursdays 2-5 and by appointment 
Texts for the class: 
Barbara Kingsolver, The Poisonwood Bible 
Adam Hochschild, King Leopold's Ghost 
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart 
Bessie Head, When Rain Clouds Gather 
Doris Lessing, African Laughter 
Olive Schreiner, The Story of an African Farm 
And several movies to be determined. 
Rules and regulations: 
1. Attendance counts. A students are in class all the time, ready to go with the 
reading and the discussion. 
2. Participation counts. It's what we do as English majors. A students share ideas, 
respond to other people's ideas, and generally get into the game. 
3. Reading deadlines count. Everything hinges on reading the text, being there for 
the movie, keeping up with things. A students do this, as well as read ahead, 
setting a reading schedule that works for them. 
4. The final grade for the course will be based on your performance and the quality 
of your written work. 
